100 Attend 2009 Fall Conference by Andrea Barnes, Past-President


Just over one hundred teachers and associates registered at the fall conference at Punahou School this past October and the evaluations indicated the gathering was a great success.  Tony Wagner, Co-Director of the Change Leadership Group (CLG) at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, inspired and titillated the audience with his engaging style and thought-provoking message. He shared his ideas on how we can address the educational needs of our students to become productive and competitive in today's economy.  He also stayed on to sign copies of his latest book, The Global Achievement Gap, which gives more details on how he formulated his ideas and schools where innovative teaching is occurring.  We welcome to our ranks the math and liberal arts teachers who came just to hear Tony speak and hope everyone felt the conference and sessions were worth their time.  


Presenters gave workshops on marine debris, termites, project based inquiry, physics, technology, STEM, ocean science, hydroponics, GIS/GPS, elementary level science activities, and information on Science Olympiad, Science Fair, NASA materials, Leeward CC Agricultural Technology Program, American Chemical Society, and Dept. of Land and Natural Resources. There were two sessions for workshops and attendees came away with new ideas and activities that they could do as soon as Monday morning.


Each attendee received a DTRIC bag full of information on classes, organizations and  programs, and included a pen, safety button, HaSTA pin, ballot, and door prize tickets. There were lots of free giveaways such as posters, stickers and pamphlets.  The swap meet that Gail Peiterson put together had many useful items that teachers took to reuse- magnets, books, posters, kits, containers, and lab equipment.  Every door prize was claimed- bags, books, lab equipment, and gift certificates.  The food, managed by Barbara Mayer and Joan Matsuzaki, was plentiful and included Starbucks coffee, pastries, bread, bagels and cheese to make your own sandwiches, fruit, vegetables, and crunchy snacks.


Election ballots were also given to each registered attendee.  Your new President is Jeff Piontek; President-elect, Johannes Adams; Treasurer, Randyll Warehime; Recording Secretary, Liz King-Salz; Corresponding Secretary, Bev Kutsunai. A change in the By-Laws whereby newly elected officers would take over at the beginning of the next year instead of immediately after the election was also approved.


HaSTA would like to thank all of those who lent their support and contributed to the conference's success.  This would include the workshop presenters, chairs and officers of the HaSTA Board, Punahou School, the Hawaii Association of Independent Schools and Academy 21: Leadership for the 21st Century Education.  Also on the list of faithful who donated funding, food or door prizes are Starbucks Coffee; Its About Time Herff Jones Education Division; Mc Graw Hill Education; Flinn Scientific, Inc; Vernier; Waterford Press; Aplus Educational Programs; Delta Education; Pearson; Rand McNally and National Geographic.


We look forward to seeing you at our next conference in 2010!

